
The poster session at the annual 
ER-IPPS meeting is an excellent 
opportunity for members to 
“Seek and Share” information.

We  have two basic poster types 
presented at the annual meeting:

Research-based posters
and 

Practices or production-based 
posters

Poster Presentations



The purpose of this 
presentation is to provide 
members with some of the 
basics for making a poster.

The first part of the 
presentation will provide 
suggestions for physically 
making a poster.

The second part will provide 
examples of either research-
based or practices-based 
posters.
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The basic poster dimensions is 
often 36 x 36 inches.

This is a size that fits most poster 
boards supplied at the meeting.

Also, most poster printers and 
poster paper rolls are 36 inches 
wide.

It is possible to make the poster 
longer than 36 inches (up to 42 
inches) if space becomes an issue.
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A 36 x 36-inch PowerPoint 
slide is not the default setting.

Therefore, the first thing you 
will need to change is the 
paper size.

Do this by going to the 
“Design” tab at the top left of 
the PowerPoint program page. 

Next select “Slide Size”. 
In the dropdown box select 
“Custom Slide Size”.

Then select the width and 
height for 36 inches.

Design tab 21 Slide size
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Custom Slide Size

Widescreeen (16:9)
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Poster colors

In most cases, it is most practical to 
avoid using a background color or 
background image for your poster.

It simply costs more money to print 
a background-colored poster 
because it uses more printer ink.

It is best to reserve color for 
highlighting text in the poster and 
for color images.

A black font color on a white 
background is easiest to read.
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A block type font like Arial is a good 
font for a poster because it is easy 
for people to read.

Font size matters in a poster. 
A small font size is difficult to read.

You need to balance the amount of 
information you want to present 
with its readability.

A poster is a visual medium and 
images and figures can be more 
informative that many lines of text.

The title should be greater than 72

Your name should be around 50-60

Titles preceding the text should be 

around 48

Text be at least 40

Font size in Arial 

Images and figures 

should be large 

enough to see from 

several feet away 
(~5 inches high).

Font type and size
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Text can be prepared in PowerPoint, 
or it can be imported from Word 
using Word’s copy and paste 
function.

It is best to divide the poster into 
columns (usually three).

A column width of 10 to 10.5 inches 
works well and can be set from the 
“Format” tab in PowerPoint.

Leaving “white space” between 
columns and major sections will be 
more visually appealing.

Preparing text, tables and figures
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Tables can be generated in 
PowerPoint, but tables are 
often easier to make in Word 
and copied into PowerPoint 
using the copy and paste 
function.

Remember, you will have to 
re-size the font and usually 
amend the column and row 
spacing in the larger 
PowerPoint poster format if 
imported from a standard 
Word page setup.

Treatment duration on PGR medium

(Basal) (IBA) (Basal) Rooting 

percentage

Roots 

per 

explant

0 day 1 day 13 day 80a 1.6abz

1 day 1 day 12 day 60a 1.2b

3 day 1 day 10 day 65a 2.0a

5 day 1 day 8 day 60a 1.0b

Table 1. Root formation in poplar stem internodes placed 
on a basal media prior to being moved to 100 μM IBA for 
one day. Internodes were then returned to a basal media.

Tables
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Figures can be generated in 
PowerPoint, but figures are 
usually easier to make in 
Excel or some other program 
designed to make figures and 
graphs.

Figures can be easier to 
resize and move around if 
converted to a JPEG image 
file before importing into 
PowerPoint.
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Figure 1. The impact of stratification time on germination 
percentage and embryo growth after germination in 

Eastern redbud seeds.

Figures
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Since the poster page has large 
dimensions, it is important to  
have picture images with good 
focus and high resolution.

Use a good camera to ensure high 
resolution. Try to reduce 
interfering backgrounds and try to 
get uniform lighting on the subject.

Plan ahead and stage your pictures 
to tell a story in your poster.

Labeling the images in your picture 
will provide more interest and 
enhance comprehension.

Image size and quality
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Poster printing

Posters need to be custom printed.

National firms like Kinko and Office 
Max do custom printing, but local 
companies may also be available.

Check with the company for the 
format they require for printing. 

They may be able to print directly 
from your PowerPoint, or they may 
require you to provide a PDF 
version of your poster.
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If you are required to have your 
poster in a PDF file format, you 
can create a PDF file for 
printing by going to the “File” 
menu tab at the top left of the 
PowerPoint page.

Select Save as Adobe PDF.

You can also select the “Save 
as” option and under the “Save 
as type” pull down menu - 
select the PDF format and save 
your file.

File menu tab
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Research poster

A research-based poster is a way to 
report the results from a production 
or propagation research project.

Its basic organization includes 
sections for:

Introduction

Materials and methods

Results

Discussion

Literature cited
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A practices or production-based poster 
describes a technique or process used 
in production or propagation.

It could be the propagation of a 
specific plant, an irrigation procedure, 
a sustainable technique, or your 
beneficial insect control strategy. 
The subject can be anything you want 
to share with the membership.

The example to the right is a technique 
poster for seed removal in gamagrass. 
It contains an introduction and then 
the different steps involved in seed 
removal. It is very image oriented.

Gamagrass as a crop Seed removal – Step 3Introduction

Literature cited

Seed removal – Step 4Methods

Seed removal – Step 2

Seed removal – Step  1

Fruit and seed morphology

Practices or production poster
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The research and practices 
are basic poster formats.

However, you can also be 
creative in preparing your 
poster.

The key is to provide 
information you feel will 
interest the membership.

You also can provide a 
Proceedings paper as an 
additional way to “Seek and 
Share” your information.
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